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IMAGINE FLINT MASTER PLAN  
FOR A SUSTAINABLE FLINT

Goals and Objectives
Adopted October 28, 2013

The City of Flint’s Imagine Flint Master Plan for a Sustainable Flint is a 
blueprint for the future, guiding development and investment in the City 
for the next 20 years.

Below is a summary of the goals and objectives from the Master Plan.  
For each objective, the community identified specific actionable 
strategies to bring the objectives to fruition. The full plan can be viewed 
online at www.imagineflint.com/documents.aspx. The specific strategies 
can be found at the end of chapters 4-11.

The Master Plan offers mutually-beneficial opportunities to link UM-Flint 
scholarship with civic engagement. Many strategies can benefit from 
faculty and student research, class-based projects (i.e. service-learning) 
and other UM-Flint connections.

The UM-Flint Office of University Outreach is supporting faculty, staff, 
students, and university departments in making these connections with 
the Master Plan. For more information or to explore the possibilities, 
please contact Mona Munroe-Younis at myounis@umflint.edu. 

Land Use Plan Goal (Master Plan Chapter 4)
The City of Flint will be a community made up of distinct and desirable “places” by integrating  
a wide range of land uses into a city pattern that is vibrant, sustainable, livable and healthy.

Objectives:

1 2 3 4 5 6
Create unique and 
desirable places 
throughout all areas 
of the community 
by combining 
different land uses 
of varying types and 
intensities.

Establish a more 
sustainable land use 
pattern by clustering 
development 
and land use 
intensity near key 
intersection, key 
corridors, and 
central areas of the 
City.

Strive for land 
use compatibility 
in all areas by 
locating similar and 
supportive uses 
by “place type” 
and minimizing 
the potential 
negative impact of 
any incompatible 
adjacent uses.

Provide a mix of 
uses that supports 
a sustainable and 
healthy community 
for all areas of the 
City.

Support land use 
arrangements that 
provide a more 
walkable community 
and improve access 
to necessary and 
desirable goods, 
services, and 
amenities for all 
residents.

Transform 
vacant land into 
opportunities 
for economic 
development 
and enhanced 
open space by 
encouraging green 
innovation and 
sustainable best 
practices.
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Housing and Neighborhood Plan Goal (Master Plan Chapter 5)
Flint will have desirable, stable, and inclusive neighborhoods with a range of  
affordable and attractive housing options available to a diverse population.

Objectives:

1 2 3 4 5 6
Establish individual 
neighborhood 
planning and 
investment 
frameworks to assist 
in neighborhood 
stabilization or 
transitions.

Eliminate blight and 
urban decay.

Support and 
improve 
partnerships and 
programs that 
reduce housing 
vacancies and 
strengthen 
neighborhoods.

Promote equity 
and social justice in 
housing.

Diversify the City’s 
housing stock to 
allow anyone to 
make Flint their 
home.

Ensure responsible 
and sustainable 
housing 
development.

Transportation and Mobility Plan Goal (Master Plan Chapter 6)
The City of Flint will have a sustainable, modern, and safe multi-modal transportation  
network that efficiently provides for the needs of all people and businesses.

Objectives:

1 2 3 4 5 6
The City should 
establish biking as a 
form of recreation 
and transportation 
by expanding the 
City’s network 
of trails, bike 
lanes, and other 
connections.

The City should 
implement a 
safe pedestrian 
network that is 
well-connected and 
well-maintained 
to support active 
living and walking 
as a viable 
transportation 
option.

The City should 
support the Mass 
Transportation 
Authority (MTA) 
as a leader in the 
provision of high-
quality public 
transit.

The City should 
continue to 
provide a world-
class multi-modal 
transportation 
network to retain 
and attract 
business, industry 
and employment. 

The City should 
develop a well-
maintained and 
efficient network of 
roads and streets 
to facilitate the 
safe and efficient 
movement of 
vehicles.

The City should 
involve the 
public in all key 
transportation 
decisions.
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Environmental Features, Open Space & Parks Plan Goal (Master Plan Chapter 7)
The City of Flint will be a proactive environmental leader with a clean,  
healthy, and equitable system of parks, waterways, and open spaces.

Objectives:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Improve the 
ecological 
health of 
Flint’s natural 
systems 
through 
responsible 
planning and 
development.

Protect, 
enhance, and 
promote the 
Flint River and 
its watershed, 
along with 
other tributary 
lakes and 
streams, 
as valuable 
community 
assets.

Create, 
integrate, 
and maintain 
blue/green 
infrastructure 
centered 
around the 
Flint River 
system.

Provide parks, 
open space, 
and recreation 
infrastructure 
that both 
meets the 
needs of the 
community 
and is 
maintainable 
by the City and 
its community 
partners.

Reduce the 
City’s overall 
carbon 
footprint.

Establish a 
new park 
management 
framework 
and secure 
resources 
necessary to 
maintain the 
City’s parks 
and open 
spaces.

Engage 
the Flint 
community to 
support the 
programming 
and use of 
park and 
recreation 
facilities.
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Infrastructure and Community Facilities Plan Goal (Master Plan Chapter 8)
Flint will enjoy a system of reliable and efficient infrastructure tailored to meet local needs,  
and have a network of comprehensive community facilities and services provided by the City,  
non-profit organizations, and other local partners in a coordinated and collaborative manner.

Objectives:

1 2 3 4 5
Repair and right-size 
key neighborhood 
infrastructure to 
increase resident 
safety, quality of life, 
and efficiency.

Ensure longevity, 
reliability, and 
efficiency of City 
utilities.

Modernize City and 
community facilities.

Leverage green 
technology to reduce 
energy costs, improve 
air quality, and 
increase long-term 
sustainability.

Expand opportunities 
for blue infrastructure 
development.

6 7 8 9
Develop and execute 
a coordinated City 
network of street 
trees.

Provide municipal 
services consistent 
with the Master Plan.

Work with residents, 
businesses and other 
stakeholders to 
foster development 
of the City and its 
infrastructure in a 
manner consistent 
with the Master Plan.

Operate in an open and 
financially stable manner, 
including improving 
citizen access, focusing 
on measurable results, 
improving the City’s 
financial position, and 
eliminating accumulated 
deficits.
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Economic Development & Education Plan Goal (Master Plan Chapter 9)
The City of Flint will have a growing and diverse economy that spurs innovation and small business  
development along with an education system that prepares our workforce for jobs paying a livable wage.

Objectives:

1 2 3 4 5
Strengthen educational 
attainment of youth.

By 2020, reduce 
the number of Flint 
residence with low, 
basic skills to 25%, the 
nationwide average.

Increase access 
to employment 
opportunities.

Ensure viable 
business ventures 
have access to 
capital and coaching, 
especially historically 
underrepresented 
groups.

Reverse leakage 
in underserved 
neighborhoods. 

6 7 8 9 10
Utilize business 
clusters to develop 
opportunities for small 
business ventures.

Reposition Flint’s land, 
natural resources, 
and infrastructure for 
sustainable economic 
growth.

Diversify Flint’s 
economic base.

Highlight positive 
assets to change 
existing perceptions. 

Foster reinvestment 
by strengthening 
the visual appeal of 
targeted areas.

11 12 13
Encourage and 
incentivize residential 
growth within the city.

Increase efficiency of 
City of Flint’s business-
related services.

Utilize public programs 
and tools to assist 
Flint’s businesses.
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Public Safety, Health & Welfare Plan Goal (Master Plan Chapter 10)
Flint will be a safe and healthy place for all residents to live and thrive.

Objectives:

1 2 3 4 5
Eliminate 
environmental 
contributions to crime.

Build trusting 
relationships between 
police and residents, 
empowering citizens 
to contribute to 
the safety of their 
neighborhoods.

Develop a state-of-
the-art, efficient, and 
proactive public safety 
department.

Reduce gun violence, 
violent crime, and 
arson.

Ensure universal 
access to quality 
health-care services 
and facilities. 

6 7 8
Develop a local food 
system.

Promote exercise and 
active lifestyles.

Provide youth with 
a safe and healthy 
upbringing.
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Arts & Culture Plan Goal (Master Plan Chapter 11)
Arts and culture should be part of everyone’s daily life and accessible to all.

Objectives:

1 2 3 4 5
Use art and cultural 
programming to create 
dynamic public spaces.

Integrate arts and 
culture into Flint’s 
neighborhoods.

Expand access to and 
involvement in arts 
and cultural activities.

Increase youth 
participation in 
arts and cultural 
programming.

Develop a thriving local 
“creative economy” 
of artists, creative 
professionals, and 
cottage arts industries.

6 7 8
Brand Flint as a 
regional creative hub 
and market Flint’s 
cultural offerings both 
internally (to residents) 
and externally (to 
tourists, prospective 
residents, and 
businesses).

Develop a sustainable, 
long-term mechanism 
to implement the Arts 
and Culture Plan, and 
create a stable funding 
source for arts and 
culture organizations 
and programming.

Use the arts and 
culture to encourage 
civic discourse and 
community problem 
solving.


